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please visit the website of

“The Terror of Blue John Gap” Project
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at www.acdsociety.com/bjg/a/bjga.html.
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WHAT Is THAT MARK?

Dr. James Hardcastle’s account of the mark describes
something large (both in depth and breadth) and ill-
defined. It is clear that he thought it was the footprint
of an animal despite his efforts to convince himself
otherwise. For example, because of the print’s
isolation, he concludes that the creature must have a
long stride. What animal, then, might have produced

such a mark? Let us consider the known fauna of
Derbyshire.

Firstly, birds. The largest bird in Derbyshire at the
time would have been the grey heron, which is about
a meter tall. However, all the heron species leave a
footprint of four distinct lines — three facing for-
wards and one backwards. ... (continued on other side)

Courtesy of Dartmouth College Library.
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On January 11, during the 2nd running of the Wessex
Cup at Otto Penzler’s The Mysterious Bookshop, Al
Rosenblatt, Curtis Armstrong, Ashley Polasek, Matt Hall,
and Peggy MacFarlane watch Madeline Quifiones and
Monica Schmidt urge their wayward wind-up ponies to
cross the finish line while Mark Jones records the progress
of the race. Photo by Christopher Zordan.

EDpITOR’S NOTES

On January 11 we presented seven Doylean
Honors for outstanding recent work — to Emily
Alder, Derrick Belanger, Douglas Kerr, Vincent
Mallié, David Marcum, Lee Murray, and Sylvia
Pamboukian — and one for a lifetime of it — to
Brian Pugh. Congratulations to all! We will be
back at Otto’s shop on January 16, 2025 for the
4th annual Doylean Honors ceremony and 3rd
running of the Wessex Cup. For the latest news,
visit our website occasionally: acdsociety.com.

THE PAsT

Mark Jones of Doings of Doyle spotted ACD in
Hansard (the record of British Parliamentary
debates). During debate on January 31 in the
House of Lords about the Victims and Prisoners
Bill, Baroness Sharmishta Chakrabarti said:

Without provisions of this kind and of the kind that
we will debate in the next group, this whole part of
the Bill will be Conan Doyle. In particular, for fans of
Conan Doyle, this is The Adventure of Silver Blaze.
This is the curious incident of the victims’ code that
made friends and did not always bark in the night.
With that, I beg leave to withdraw the amendment
and not bark in the night.

“Interesting,” Jones notes, “that ‘Conan Doyle’ is
used as a shorthand for the dog that did not bark”
Read it yourself. Go to hansard.parliament.uk and
type “Silver Blaze” in the search bar.

At Windsor Castle, in the Queen’s Dolls’ House,
there is a tiny library (picture below). ACD’s gift
of a tiny book to the library has been mentioned
in the news, both published (www.bbc.com/news/
uk-england-berkshire-68015966) and broadcast
(www.youtube.com/watch?v=1Rrexehe8LM), and
there may well be more mentions to come ...

THE FUTURE

... when the Royal Collection Trust hosts an
online lecture — by Senior Curator of Decorative
Arts Kathryn Jones and Curator of Books and
Manuscripts Elizabeth Ashby — about the
Queens Dolls’ House on April 16. Register here:
www.rct.uk/event/queen-marys-dolls-house-
100th-anniversary-04-2024.

(continued from other side)

... A large bird might produce a track measuring
17cm between its furthest points. This track is
neither huge nor ill-defined.

Perhaps it was the print of a reptile, then. The
largest UK reptile is the sand lizard. However,
weighing a mere 15g, it is unlikely that such a
creature could leave a footprint which Hardcastle
would consider “deep”

Amphibians have even less to offer. The largest
in the UK is the great crested newt, which reaches
a total length of 15cm at best.

Britain’s fish fare much better in size. The
largest fish ever caught in UK water was a 480kg
bluntnose six-gill shark. Sadly though, UK fish do
not have feet with which to leave footprints. ...

— Paul Thomas Miller

Consideration of page 7 begins with Holmesian
humorist Paul Thomas Miller as he explains one
possible truth behind the footprint in the Blue
John gap. His piece continues on the Blue John
Gap website (acdsociety.com/bjg/7/bjg7),
accompanied by Phil Bergem’s exploration of
ACD’s knowledge of elephants, and our thoughts
about Hardcastle’s instinct and insight.

— Margie Deck and Nancy Holder




