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Courtesy of Dartmouth College Library.

THE TERROR OF VICTORIAN MATCH MAKING

Matches were mentioned as early as 1366 in China,
referred to as “fire inch sticks” They went through
many iterations before becoming a long overdue and
much appreciated convenience in the early 1900’s,
when our story takes place. Once they had been
refined for dependable ignitability and were minimally
safe, demand soared. (You could say “it caught fire”)
In 1850, matches were being produced in Great Britain

at the rate of over 250 million per day. From 1830 into
the early 1900’ the formula changed very little, and
contained enough white phosphorous in one packet
of matches to kill an adult. This danger was unknown
by most and those who had the knowledge weren’t
anxious to share it, because their pockets were getting
fatter by leaps and bounds on a daily basis.

Young women between ... (continued on other side)



A CoMMON NEWSLETTER

~ with a nod to Micah Clarke —

BRINGING TIDINGS FROM THE ACD SOCIETY
— a community dedicated to studying and enjoying the works of Arthur Conan Doyle -

via Ross Davies (editor pro tem, and publisher)
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EDITOR’S NOTES

As longtime members may recall, the first ACD
Society membership card (2021) featured a tiny
excerpt from the handwritten
text of a speech ACD gave at
the Authors’ Club in 1896. A
facsimile of the full text (with
commentary) is now in print
in a book titled this work of storytelling, edited by
Cathy and Glen Miranker. It is a handsome com-
panion to their 2022 book, Sherlock Holmes in 221
Objects from the Collection of Glen S. Miranker.

Even the back jacket of the Mirankers’ new book is pretty.
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Images from Christine Ferguson’s lecture on The Land of
Mist: the manuscript and the the first edition dust jacket.

THE PAsT

The Portsmouth Library, home of the Conan
Doyle Collection Lancelyn Green Bequest,
opened its annual “Worldwide Doyle” speaker
series on July 2 with a talk by Professor Christine
Ferguson of the University of Stirling. Her
thought-provoking (and entertaining!) lecture —
about ACD’s spiritualism-infused Professor
Challenger novel, The Land of Mist — is available,
as are all three of this year’s other “Worldwide
Doyle” talks, on the Doings of Doyle YouTube
channel (youtube.com/@doingsofdoyle).
Professor Ferguson’s edition of The Land of Mist
will be published by the Edinburgh University
Press, probably in late 2025 or early 2026.

This year’s Worldwide Doyle program also
includes a small and intriguingly Sherlockian
publishing fundraiser for the Library. Details here:
www.visitportsmouth.co.uk/conan-doyle/blog/
read/2024/07/sherlock-snapped-b117.

A copy of ACD’s novel The Refugees became
overdue long ago, when it was not returned to its
home — a Finnish library — on December 26,
1939. According to The Guardian (May 29, 2024),
it was finally returned this past May 27.

In its May 19 issue, T: The New York Times Style
Magazine, asked artist Tony Oursler to identify
the most precious part of his collection of
thousands of pieces of spiritual ephemera:

“A few things related to my grandfather. Arthur
Conan Doyle sent him an image of ectoplasm with a
handwritten note. ... My grandfather and Houdini,
who were friends, were both debunkers of psychics”

(continued from other side)

... between the ages of 14 and 18 made up a large
percentage of the workforce in the match factories
in Great Britain. We've heard a lot about factories
where the workforce was in a dangerous job, but
this must have been one of the worst. In one
10-to-14-hour shift, a match girl could create the
basic match base that would result in 10 million
matches. The workers toiled in very harsh
environments, which included being fined for an
untidy workbench, a burnt matchstick at their
station, and coming to work with dirty feet, even
though shoes were considered a luxury for this
class. They were lucky to take home enough pay
to barely squeak out a meager existence. Many
were also expected to pay for their own working
supplies. Lunches were eaten on the factory floor,
which meant that their food was also being
exposed to the phosphorous. ...

— Cynthia K. Brown

Please see page 8 of our website (acdsoci-
ety.com/bjg/8/bjg8), where Cindy’s commentary
continues, accompanied by our thoughts about
the sublime. And revisit page 1 for Steve Mason’s
new essay on mutton and Dr. Hardcastle’s health.

— Margie Deck and Nancy Holder




